#66: May 15
Jonker’s Garden Is In Full Swing


April showers have certainly brought May flowers, and now is the time to take them home and enjoy them.  We’re bursting at the seams with healthy annuals, perennials, and nursery stock arriving daily, including many beautiful, unusual, hard-to-find plants.


There’s really no reason to wait until Memorial Day to plant.  Our plants are hardy and acclimated to the weather, and most of them are perfectly happy to be outside right now, frost or no frost.  

Visit us soon to see Holland’s best selection of plants and flowers, and ask our experts which varieties need a little protection if frost threatens.
Depressed?  Dig In The Dirt!

We always knew that gardening was good for the body and mind, but recently scientists in Great Britain have discovered that a type of friendly bacteria found in soil may affect the brain in a similar way to antidepressants.  You can leave the pill bottles in the cabinet, go outside and plant some flowers in your garden and feel much better!  How’s that for a sensible, low-cost alternative for good health?
New Family at Jonker's Garden

Last spring we had the pleasure of watching a nest of robins hatch, grow, learn to fly, and leave the nest.  We’ll let the photos tell the story.
Did you know?

Just in case you thought you knew everything, did you know?:
The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a substitute for blood plasma.

It is impossible to lick your own elbow.

Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are at least fifty years old.

You can lead a cow upstairs but not downstairs.

A ducks quack does not echo, and nobody knows why.

At least 75% of the people that read this article will try to lick their elbow.

Now you are closer to knowing everything!

It's More Blessed to Give!


Would you like to give a gift to a gardening friend, but don’t have a clue what to get her (or him!)?  We’ve got the perfect solution.  Jonker’s Garden will mail one of our beautiful Gift Certificates to you or to the fortunate recipient with your message inside.  Just call and we'll process it over the phone.  No muss, no fuss, no driving, and one size fits all.  How could gift giving be any easier?

Modern technology / Owes ecology / An apology. -Alan M. Eddison

Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (May 6 - June 10)

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2007 will be August 11 - 18.  

------------------------------------------------------

(Optional: must be placed so that if they tear it out and return it, their address will be on the other side.  We can put it in the next newsletter if no room in this one)

Looking For Email Addresses

Would you like to get timely garden tips, newsletters, exclusive coupons, and advance notice of sales in a timely, cost-effective manner?  Email is the way!  We’re living in the 21st Century, after all.  Give us your email address and you’ll receive all of the above, and more, as we add to our services.  As always, we will never, ever, share your information with anyone else without your permission.

Email address: (please print clearly): ___________________________________

You may remove my address from your postal database list. Please circle one: Yes   No   

Put On Your Sunglasses!


Coleus have been enjoyed for practically as long as people have been gardening.  Their colorful leaves have brightened shady corners of the garden with a kaleidoscope of colors in every hue.  


But did you know that, thanks to the miracle of modern plant breeding, there are lots of new coleus that actually thrive in the full sun?  These beauties are easy to care for and grow like crazy, reaching as much as 3’ tall in the summer.  

Sun coleus are very versatile plants for the garden.  They add a great splash of color to mixed container gardens.  Growing as vigorously as they do, they’re quick to fill a large bed with vibrant foliage.  The colors are fun to use to contrast or blend with foliage and flowers of many colors.

Someone had too much fun naming these new sun coleus.  ‘Stained Glass,’ ‘Tilt-a-whirl,’ ‘Coral Reef,’ ‘Sunset Orange,’ ‘Purple Haze,’ ‘Wild Watermelon,’ ‘Molten Lava,’ ‘Perilla Magilla,’ ‘Fishnet Stockings,’ and ‘Pink Chaos’ are just a few of the great names, and you can imagine the wild, bright colors.  You’ll just have to try some of these wonderful new plants in your garden this year.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of impatiens, no limit!  Coupon valid May 20 - May 28, 2007 only, while supplies last. Please present coupon prior to checkout.  (Does not apply to potted New Guinea Impatiens)  

****Coupon****
Nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’ (photo credit: Steven Still of the Perennial Plant Association)
The Perennial Plant Association has awarded the title of Perennial Plant of the Year to Nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’. Introduced in 1988 in Europe, Walker’s Low catmint has become increasingly popular with each passing year due to its lovely blue-violet flowers and its long bloom time, attractive grey-green foliage, ease of propagation, lack of pest or disease problems, and low maintenance requirements.

· Hardiness - USDA Zones 3 to 8 

· Size – 24 to 30 inches tall and wide. Walker’s Low is named for a garden and the name is not related to plant size 

· Light - Best in full sun, but can tolerate shade in hot climates 

· Soil - Prefers well drained soil and neutral pH 

· Uses - Good companion plant for early and late blooming plants. Great for perennial borders, but can be used in herb gardens, rock gardens, as a ground cover, or as a container plant. 

· Unique Qualities - Will bloom continuously throughout the season if properly pruned. Great for attracting bees, butterflies and other pollinating insects, but is deer and rabbit resistant. Leaves release a wonderful aroma when crushed. 

