#69: September 2007
The Best Time to Plant is Now (photo of generic, beautiful landscape?)

Nurserymen and experienced gardeners have long known that fall is the best time of year for planting trees, shrubs, perennials, lawns, and spring-blooming bulbs.  For one thing, the typically cooler temperatures reduce stress on plants and gardeners alike!

What many people don’t realize is that plants are not dormant when their tops stop growing.  The autumn soil is still warm from summer, and new roots are growing, preparing the plants for next spring’s spurt of growth.  A bush or tree planted in September has two cool seasons, fall and spring, to establish roots before the stress of the next summer’s heat.  This plant will have quite a head start over a similar one planted the following spring.

Trees, evergreens, shrubs, bushes, groundcovers, perennials, spring-flowering bulbs: all these are best planted in the fall, so what are you waiting for?

We’ve got a great selection, and we’re even putting lots of things on sale to sweeten the deal.  Check out the sale information in this issue.

Inside this Issue:
· Super Fall Sale
· Plant Bulbs Now

· Fall Gardening Classes

· And The Winner Is…
Plant Pansies Now (pansy photo)

This spring nobody could believe that the pansies in front of the Garden Shop had been planted last fall.  They were big and bushy and completely covered with flowers.  There’s no magic to it, really.  Anyone can do it.  Just come in now and treat yourself to some of our winter-hardy pansies.  They are meant to be planted in the fall.  A good trick is to plant them right over your flower bulbs.  Most of the work is already done!  


Pansies planted in the fall will bloom right up to snowfall.  I’ve even seen them bloom during a February thaw.  Their cheery faces will please you all fall, and their show in the spring will be spectacular.
Preferred Customer Sale

September 14 - 29, not offered to the general public until September 20th.
Shop early for the best selection.
· Dogwoods, redbuds, forsythias, rhododendrons, magnolias – 25% Off 
· All quart pot perennials – half price
· All concrete birdbaths, pots, fountains, statues, etc. - 25% Off
· All ceramic pots and birdbaths – 25% Off
· Bagged Organic Compost (this is a great time to top-dress your plantings) – 25% Off
· All cast Iron Pots – 25% Off
Fall Hours:

Monday – Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . 

Fall Seminar Series – Basic Training

This fall we’re going to take a giant step backwards and get back to the basics.  If you’re new to gardening, or just need a refresher, you’ll want to join us for some very informative, non-threatening, basic classes that will help your flowers to flourish.  These sessions will be held rain or shine.  Please RSVP at 392.7234 ext. 12.

Sept. 15, 11:00 am – Preparing Your Soil Like a Professional

The most important step in gardening is the first one: preparing your soil, yet this step is often treated as an afterthought.   Members of Jonker’s staff will join forces for this presentation.  Holly, who gardens in clay, will share the tricks that turned her clay wasteland into a beautiful, productive garden.  Zandra, who built her house upon the sand, will share how she helped her garden to thrive.  Dena, will share her secrets for dealing with limited water availability.  We will also address “subdivision fill”, or gardening on who-knows- what- kind of soil, with a thin layer of ‘black dirt’ covering on top!
Sept. 15, 1:00 pm – Planting Like a Pro

We’ll show you all the tricks of the trade to ensure that the bulbs, pansies, perennials, shrubs and trees you plant this fall will thrive.  Some of these planting techniques will actually be easier and quicker than the way you may be used to doing it!
Sept. 22, 11:00 am – Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Gardening, But Were Afraid to Ask!


Don’t worry, we’ve heard them all:  there is no such thing as a stupid question.  Our panel of experts will break the ice with some FAQ’s that we deal with every day, and then move on to your questions in a non-threatening, fun, and educational free-for-all that should leave you so smart you’ll hardly be able to live with yourself!  This is a must-attend for any beginning gardener, and you old-timers out there may just pick up something, too.

Sept. 29, 11:00 am – Fun (and Rewarding) Things to do in Your Garden In Fall


There are so many simple things that you can do in your garden in the fall that really pay off big.  Dead-heading, transplanting, dividing, planting, mulching: let us take the mystery out of these words for you.  You’ll leave this class with the confidence you need to really make some progress in your garden this fall, so in the spring, things will just seem to take off by themselves!

And The Winner Is…… (water lily photo)

Congratulations to Joel De Young of Holland, the winner of our photo contest.  We thought “Stages,” his photo of a water lily in Jonker's Garden’s display pond, was artistic, clean, and simple.  Choosing Joel as the winner wasn’t easy, as there were dozens of really good photos, with some interesting and entertaining captions, as well.

Thanks to everyone who contributed the more than 50 photos to our contest.  
Sleeping Beauties


One of my favorite activities in the fall is planting bulbs. I never get tired of setting those unlikely-looking bulbs in the soil in the anticipation of the beautiful show in the spring.


Bulbs such as tulips and daffodils can be planted in many ways.  They work great in pots, and you can move your creations wherever they’ll be prettiest in the spring.  You can plant them in beds for great splashes of color.  You can plant a dozen or so by the mailbox, where the postman and you get to enjoy them every day, not to mention all the lucky folks driving by.


I like to plant some of the smaller bulbs, such as miniature daffodils and botanical tulips, right in with groundcovers.  I have an old cane that I poke through to the soil, and drop a bulb or two down.  Some things to remember:
· Keep it simple.  You’re better off with a couple dozen bulbs of the same color than to mix it up too much, unless you have an intentional color scheme.

· Plant in blocks of color, rather than in a row or straight line.

· Plant pansies right over your bulbs for a double treat!

· It’s perfectly OK to interplant bulbs around your perennials.
“We do not inherit this land from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”  Indian Proverb
Mark Your Calendars!

Decorating Your Home for the Holidays Hands-on-Workshop

7:00 p.m., November 15, 2007
Call for details & reservations.

