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Welcome Back!


Sure signs of spring:  the days lengthen, the birds are singing, the daffodils are emerging, and your first issue of Jonker’s Gardener arrives in the mailbox. Life is good!  For all of us snow-lovers, it was a great winter.  For you snow-haters, I hope you got south for a bit, or at least read some very good gardening books to pass the winter.  I don’t know if this will help, but a winter with lots of snow cover is generally very good for the plants resting in your garden.  The snow insulates them from the extreme temperatures and helps them survive.  Also, the additional moisture will be welcome in our lakes this spring, for sure.


We’ve spent the winter (in addition to playing in the snow) growing lots of really nice plants for you to place in your gardens.  Stop in right away for a real shot of spring, and be thankful the gardening season is finally here!
Inside this issue:

-Annual Open House

-“Greenwashing”

-Summer Garden Tour

- April Garden Classes

Celebrate With Us 

Help celebrate the new gardening season with us at our 2008 Spring Open House on April 19.  What better way to greet the new season than to visit Jonker’s Garden and see all the new plants, shrubs and trees, as well as checking out all the great new garden art and gifts we've found over the winter.  

We’ll have lots of specials in all departments, as well as bringing back some of your favorite gardening classes.
10:00 a.m. -2 p.m.: Landscape Design 

Back by popular demand, Jeff Zavadil, our registered Landscape Architect, will be available for questions for 4 hours during our Open House.  This would be a great time to meet him, see some of his finished plans, and get some design ideas from a professional.  Bring some photos of your yard and get his input.  Jeff will explain his services, and you can schedule an appointment for larger projects.

10:00 a.m.: Opening Your Pond (pond photo)


Greg and Zandra will give you some tips to get off to a good start on the watergardening season.  They’ll tell you what you can do with your plants and fish, both now and later, and how you can improve your water quality. 

11:00 a.m.:  Frost-Resistant Container Gardens

Too early to set out your pots?   Don’t you believe it!  Bill Bird will show you how to fill your pots with frost-resistant plants so they’re colorful and beautiful for the next six weeks, frost or no frost.  Fling into spring six weeks early with gorgeous garden pots filled with pansies, bulb flowers, primula, hellebores, and who knows what Bill will pull out of his hat of tricks!  Come the first of June, then it’ll be time for the heat-loving, colorful annuals and tropicals, but don’t miss a whole season of color and enjoyment just because of a little frost!

There will be several specials running all day, while supplies last:

· $1.00 off all one gallon sized perennials
· Bayer Advanced Garden Tree & Shrub Insect Control (32 fl. oz.): $19.99 ($5.00 off) Now is the time to apply!

· Bayer Advanced Garden All-in-One Rose & Flower Care (32 fl. oz.) $14.99 ($5.00 off).  Fertilizes and protects your plants from insects and diseases, all with one treatment every 6 weeks!

· Fafard Organic Compost (30 quart size): only $4.99 ($3.00 off reg. price of $7.99)

· Fafard Organic Garden Manure (30 quart size): only 2.99! ($3.00 off reg. price of $5.99)
· Fafard Container Mix (30 quart size) only $6.99! ( $3.00 off reg. price of  $9.99 ) If you took Jonker’s Garden Employees’ garden tour last year, you may remember Greg’s outstanding pots on his decks.  He used Fafard Container Mix exclusively last year, and loved the results.
April 2008 Garden Classes

This is a great way to get back into the gardening season:  Go back to school!  These classes cost only $5.00 each and are held Tuesday or Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Garden Shop. Seating is limited, so please RSVP soon by calling us at 616.392.7234 ext. 12.

Thursday, April 3 – The Beauty of Native Plants and Insects

Tina Clemons, Executive Director of the Allegan Conservation District will present parts of her “Back-yard Habitat Series”.  This colorful PowerPoint presentation includes information on how native plants provide food and shelter for our wild friends, as well as habitat for beneficial insects which help suppress the ‘bad bugs’ and act as pollinators for our important fruit and vegetable crops.  Add to this the fact that native plants need less care, water, fertilizer, and pesticides than other plants, and you’ll see why you really should be adding native plants to your landscape!

Thursday, April 10  - Using Herbs in the Kitchen


Kathie Spitzley, local Herb Enthusiast, will share several samples in this hands-on session exploring recipes and techniques using herbs fresh from the garden.  In addition, you’ll learn how to dry herbs, as well as other ways of preserving their flavor and fragrance so you can use them all year-round. Kathie is a Master Gardener and a long-time member of the Midwest Michigan Herb Association.

Thursday, April 17 – Up, Up, and Away! Gardening with Vines


Barb Balgoyen, Technical Service Representative from Walter’s Gardens, will show you how to add another dimension to your garden.  Her beautiful PowerPoint presentation will introduce you to the many varieties of annual and perennial vines you can grow in your garden.  She’ll show you how to grow and combine them for maximum effect.

Tuesday, April 22  -The Shade Garden

Reini Moser, Garden Designer will introduce you to a palette of plants that are perfectly suited for a shady garden.  You can have beautiful foliage, texture, and blooms in the shade!  Just as importantly, she’ll also show you how to deal with tree roots, adjust for the several different types of shade, and prepare the soil for maximum success.

Garden Tours Rule!!  

We had a really good turn-out for our Jonker’s Garden Employee’s Garden Tour last year.  Rather than just repeat a good thing, we thought we’d listen to some suggestions and spice it up a bit by adding some of our customers’ gardens to the tour. Although we have a couple prospects, we would love to add a couple more private gardens on to our tour this summer.  Come on, you know who you are!  It’s a lot of fun: sharing with like-minded people; we guarantee it.  If you’d like to be considered, or have any questions, please talk to anyone at Jonker’s and we’ll get the ball rolling for you.

Greenwashing


Everybody’s jumping on the “green” or “sustainability” bandwagons nowadays, and their attempts at appearing “Green” in the eyes of their customers by any way possible is known by the newly-coined word “Greenwashing” (which I just had to add to my computer’s spell-check!)  In the spirit of “I told you so,” we’ll be re-printing past articles from our own “Jonker’s Gardener” newsletter column ‘Environmentally Speaking.”  The first is from Vol. VI, March/April, 1991, and it is as applicable today as it was 17 years ago:

“This year let’s all reduce our CHEMCAL DEPENDENCY.  Too often the attitude is: “I have a plant problem, what can I spray on it?”  Although we do handle pesticides at Jonker’s Garden, our first reaction has never been to reach for the poison.


The first step is to positively identify both the plant and the problem.  Often we’ll ask you to bring a sample of your bug or problem plant to the greenhouse in a zip-lock baggie to help with the identification.


The second step is research and education.  We usually can find information describing the problem and its stages of development, helping us decide when and how to treat it, if necessary.


For example, often a bug will eat holes in the leaves.  Usually, by the time the home-owner brings the sample in, the bug is long gone, the damage is done, and spraying is worse than useless, it’s harmful!


We will tell you so, and inform you when to be ready for the next attack, which may be later in the season, often the next year.”

Going Wild for Wildflowers


Many wildflowers pop out and bloom early in the spring, before we expect to see anything blooming.  Planted in the proper place, they return year after year, multiplying, delighting, and surprising us with their delicate beauty.  Trillium, Dutchman’s breeches, Virginia bluebells, Jack in the pulpit, and star of Bethlehem are just a few of the many varieties available.  Stop in soon to see our selections before they’re gone.  

Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

April 4, 2008: Jonker’s rear checkout opens for your convenience.

Beginning April 21, 2008: 

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m..

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (May 4 - June 8)

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2008 will be August 16 - 23.  

Tulip Envy (photo: single tulips, tulips in vase)

Are you jealous of all the folks who remembered to get their bulbs in the ground last fall, and are now watching them prepare to burst into flower?  Don’t worry, it’s not too late!  We did the work for you last fall, planting hundreds of fresh flower bulbs in pots, so they’d be ready for you this spring.  Choose from dozens of varieties of tulips, daffodils, and more.  These pots are really handy to set in pots on the porch, steps, or deck.  They also look great in flowerboxes, or planted in the ground where you’d like a dash of color.  You can simply put them in them pot and all where you want them now, and plant them permanently in a different place when they’re done blooming.  You can have your cake and eat it, too.  But you’d better hurry.  They bloom soon and sell fast, and the early bird gets the best choice of color and varieties.

……………………..  Coupon………………….

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of pansies, no limit!

Coupon valid April 27 – May 4, 2008 only, while supplies last.

Please present coupon prior to checkout.

Reminder:  (combo photo)

Now is the time to bring in your containers for us to fill for you!
