#55, April, 2005

Let's Have Some Fun!

You'll want to join us at our Spring Open House on April 16.  The best part will be the visit to the Garden Center itself: seeing all the new plants, peeking into the greenhouses full of blooming plants, and seeing all the great new garden art and gifts we've found over the winter.  There will be lots of educational and fun stuff going on all day:

10:00 A.M - 2 P.M.: Landscape Design Assistance

Jeff Zavadil, our registered Landscape Architect, will be available for questions for 4 hours during our Open House.  This would be a great time to meet him, see some of his finished plans, and get some design ideas from a professional.  Bring some photos of your yard and get his input.  Jeff will explain his services, and you can schedule an appointment for larger projects.

(Jill, I'm told you can 'lift' a picture of Bim or some of his work from his web site)

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.: Rustic Furniture Construction

In this fast-paced world we live in, many of us yearn for a simpler time, a time from the past, when things moved more slowly, were more relaxed.  Michigan artist Bim Willow helps us return to that time by constructing rustic chairs, love seats, arbors, and trellises from natural, Michigan-grown willow branches.  A self-described “naturally twisted” rustic furniture maker, he’s sure to entertain as he bends and fastens natural materials to usable forms.  (For an interesting time, go to his website: bimwillow.com.)

As a special treat, Bim will show us how he can make a rustic willow chair in less than one hour, beginning at 1:00 P.M.  This you just have to see!  During the rest of his visit he will be making various pieces, including custom creations for you.  Just bring in a sketch, picture, or only an idea, and he will build it while you watch.

1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.: Kid's Stuff

Let the children get creative and decorate a pot of their own.  Then they get to plant a blooming plant in it to take home. Please call ahead by Saturday morning for this one, so we can have enough supplies and people to help.

There will be several specials running all day.

· 25% off all pots: ceramic, clay, concrete, and plastic.

· Pachysandra plants: $19.99 per flat of 50 or 36 plants. While supplies last. (reg. Price: $36.99!)  If you've been holding off planting that bed, wait no longer.  See the article on pachysandra in this issue.

· 1 Quart pot size perennials: ($4.49 size) only $29.99 per dozen!

· Bayer Advanced Garden Tree & Shrub Insect Control (32 fl. oz.): $19.99 ($5.00 off) Now is the time to apply!

· Bayer Advanced Garden All-in-One Rose & Flower Care (32 fl. oz.) $14.99 ($5.00 off).  Fertilizes and protects your plants from insects and diseases, all with one treatment every 6 weeks!

Please join us on Saturday, April 16 for coffee and cookies, check out the demonstrations and sales, and take a peek at our new retail greenhouse, where you can shop out of the rain.

jonkersgarden.com


We've finally taken the leap!  Better late than never, we always say. We've tried to make it entertaining, informative, rewarding, and beautiful.  As with many things, it's a 'work in progress', but it's already worth a visit.  It's only going to get better as we add more valuable coupons, more information, answer more questions, take more photos, tell you what's new, etc. Please visit our new site soon.

What's With the Pink Flamingos?

You'll just have to come in and see.  It has something to do with special prices wherever the flock has landed.  You'll have to stop in often.  They don't stay in one place too long!

Inside this issue:

· -  Great Perennial

· - Plant a Green Carpet

· -  jonkersgarden.com

·  - New Greenhouse at Jonker's

Early Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.

Saturday: 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Beginning April 25: 

Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Saturday: 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Sunday: 11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. (Through June 12)

We're proud of our 15 Master Gardeners and 4 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 4 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: jonker@macatawa.org 

Mark your calendar: Pansy Fest 2005 will be August 13 - 20.

Special Announcement!!

Congratulations to Chad Glupker who was awarded his Michigan Certified Nurseryman (MCN) designation last month. That brings the number of Michigan Certified Nurseryman at Jonker's Garden to four: something we're very proud of.

****Coupon****

This coupon is good for $4.00 off each full flat of pansies, no limit!  Coupon valid May 1 - May 8, 2005 only, while supplies last.  Please present coupon prior to checkout.

Unique, Bright and Beautiful is In!

Looking for something out of the ordinary for your garden?  We have searched high and low to find the perfect pieces to delight your eye:

· Steel sculptures, unique art for your yard and home

· Stately obelisks to support your floriferous climbing roses

· Iridescent and swirling gazing balls

· One of a kind trellises and tables by local artists 

· Bold pots in all sizes with saucers in all the hot colors to liven up your decks and porches 

· Fountains and curious statues to welcome your guests

These are just a few of the interesting items that you will find at Jonker's Garden.  Let your imagination run wild and have some fun.

Introducing: Holly Riemersma    


If you’ve shopped for bedding plants at Jonker’s Garden at any time in the last 12 Years, chances are you’ve been helped by a young lady with red hair.  That would be Holly.  She’s in charge of bedding plants, from ordering and planting seeds, nurturing her “babies” until they are big enough to transplant into flats and pots, and making sure they all have a tag to tell you what they are.  Her final job is to make sure they all make it out to the tables where you can pick them up and take them home to your garden.


When she’s not caring for plants at Jonker’s Garden, Holly tends to her own gardens, filled with hundreds of flower and vegetable plants.  That’s the way she figures out what will do well for you.


Holly and her husband Steve enjoy attending church activities, camping, hiking, and motorcycle vacations.  She also likes to read and bake, but she doesn’t enjoy cooking, "because she has to cook."  With her two children in college, Holly is learning to love the empty nest.


Next time you stop in, say 'Hi' to Holly.  Ask her about any annual plant, and I'll bet she knows the answer!

Keep Dry While You Shop!


You're going to love our new retail greenhouse!  We're excited that we can finally show off some of our colorful tender plants in early April. No matter what the weather, you can come and enjoy some quality greenhouse time in the company of flowers.

Finally: A Cure for Japanese Beetles

We never thought it would be this easy!  Last year we tried Bayer Advanced Garden Plant, Tree & Shrub Care, and we loved it!  Just mix with water and sprinkle around trees, bushes, and roses.  One treatment in mid- to late April lasts the rest of the year!  The protection moves from the roots up through the stems and leaves and discourages all sorts of bugs, including Japanese beetles, borers, leaf miners, and the notorious new pest: the emerald ash borer. The rain doesn’t even wash it off.  Studies at Michigan State University say it's 80% effective at keeping pests from munching on your prized specimen, which is a great help for the health and beauty of your garden. 

Apply Bayer’s Advanced this month and enjoy not needing to spray the rest of the summer. 

Filler: “Expect everything, and anything seems nothing. Expect nothing, and anything seems everything.”  Samuel Hazo

Geranium 'Roseanne'

We Love This Plant!

Zandra is always looking for great new perennials for you, and she's come up with another winner this year: Rozanne geranium (Geranium 'Gerwat').  

This perennial geranium blooms all summer long, beginning in mid-spring, and can continue through November, even tolerating several light frosts.  The 

2 1/2-inch flowers are larger than other hardy geraniums, and are a rich violet-blue with pale blue eyes, pink veins, and contrasting purple stamens and dark gray anthers.

Growing about 16 - 20" tall and 2 - 3' wide, Rozanne thrives in full sun or light shade, preferring rich, well-drained moist soil.  Here's a bonus for you: rabbits and deer do not like this geranium!

Rozanne has many uses in the landscape.  It's striking enough to stand by itself, but is also useful as a groundcover.  It would look great in combination with any of our 13 varieties of heuchera, with their leave of burgundy, gold, green, and silver.  Other good companion plants for Rozanne are Tradescantia 'Sweet Kate', or any of our 10 varieties of Carex, a short mounding grass.

Rozanne is one of those few and far between plants that bloom most of the season, require minimum care, have few insect problems, and come back year after year.  What more could you ask for?

Plant a Green Carpet

Pachysandra terminalis (Japanese Spurge), better known to most of us as just plain 'pachysandra', is considered by many to be the most versatile and reliable evergreen ground cover for the north.  Once you get a bed of pachysandra established, it pretty much can take care of itself, which is the whole point of ground cover, right?

Although I would avoid planting it in full sun, where it will turn yellowish, pachysandra will thrive in anything from light to dense shade, and it's not too fussy about soil.   It's one of those few plants that can hold its own under trees and shrubs. Pachysandra grows about 6 - 8 inches tall, and has pretty white flower spikes in May.

If you've been thinking of starting a bed of pachysandra, wait no longer!  We'll have a great special on it during our Open House.  Check it out on page one.

