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Spring Is Here!


I think spring is just about everybody’s favorite season.  (I know it is mine, next to summer, fall, and winter.)  Who doesn’t get a pleasant feeling on those first few warm days when the mud goes away, the buds swell, the grass greens up, and the crocus and daffodils explode in all their glory?  

Although it’s early in the planting season, there are lots of things to enjoy this time of year.  A leisurely walk around the yard will reveal everything coming to life.  Those green points emerging from the soil will produce colorful flowers in the next few weeks.  The swelling buds in the trees will open to form the cooling canopy of leaves that will give us refreshing shade all summer.  The fattest buds on the trees and bushes will explode in color and fragrance for us to enjoy.

What many people love about spring is that it comes before summer!  Summer means even more flowers, but spring is when you get to check out all the new varieties and old favorites, and choose which you’ll enjoy this year.  You should visit us soon to see all the wonderful flowers we’ve grown for you.

Inside This Issue

· More Everblooming Hydrangeas

· Spring Open House

· April Garden Classes

· April 22 Garden Classes
Talking About 'Endless Summer Hydrangea’™ ‘Forever & Ever’® 
Two years ago we bragged about how cool this plant is, and boy, did you believe us!  Well, we still love this plant!  It’s been one of the most phenomenal new plants ever.  It has flowers all summer long, making it great as a foundation plant, a single specimen to show off, or in the perennial or shrub border.  We plan to have an ample supply, and the good news is, as with many new things, the price is coming down.  But there’s more!  This year we’ll also have the new ‘Forever & Ever’® hydrangeas in pink, red, and double pink. They bloom from early to midsummer until frost.  Hydrangeas just keep getting better & better!
Early Spring Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

April 7, 2006: Jonker’s rear checkout opens for your convenience.

Beginning April 24, 2006: 

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m..

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (May 7 - June 11)

We're proud of the 15 Master Gardeners and 3 Michigan Certified Nurserymen on our staff.

Don't forget: We Deliver!

Jonker's Garden Living is published 5 times a year - free of charge to garden lovers everywhere.  Address comments to Jim Jonker, Editor, at 897 Lincoln Ave, Holland, MI 49423-5306, (616) 392-7234, e-mail: info@jonkersgarden.com . Mark your calendar: Pansy Festival 2006 will be August 12 - 19.

April Garden Classes

What a great way to get back into the gardening season:  Go back to school!  These classes cost only $5.00 each and are held Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Garden Shop. Seating is limited, so please RSVP soon by calling us at 616.392.7234 ext. 12.
 April 13:  Best Low-Maintenance Perennials for Your Garden

 Barbara Balgoyen, is the Technical Customer Support person at Walter’s Gardens, a world-leading perennial plant producer located right here in the Holland-Zeeland area.  She will team up with our own Perennial Manager Zandra Talley with a PowerPoint presentation of their favorite easy-care perennials, both old and new.  Variety selection, combination suggestions, and planting and care tips will make this a session you won’t want to miss!
April 20: Beautiful Rhododendrons for Michigan Gardens

 Linda Charvat of Rosebay Nursery in Saugatuck knows her rhododendrons.  She grows over 75 varieties, as well as pieris and deciduous azaleas.  She’ll have some very useful hand-outs, and you can enjoy her colorful PowerPoint presentation as you learn proper variety selection and planting methods to ensure you get the maximum performance from this wonderful family of plants.
April 27:  Excited About Hydrangeas
 Kirt Oliver, local Horticultural Expert, will show why hydrangeas are such a current rage in new shrubs. With his slideshow he’ll introduce you to some of the newest varieties, along with the best of the old favorites.  Confused about trimming your hydrangea?  Kirt will explain the basic hydrangea types and their different pruning requirements, as well as planting, fertilizing, and winter care. Useful hand-outs will be included.
Celebrate With Us

Help celebrate the new gardening season with us at our 2006 Spring Open House on April 22.  What better way to greet the new season than to visit Jonker’s Garden and see all the new plants, shrubs and trees, as well as checking out all the great new garden art and gifts we've found over the winter.  
We’ll have lots of specials in all departments, as well as bringing back some of your favorite gardening classes.
10:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Landscape Design Assistance

Back by popular demand, Jeff Zavadil, our registered Landscape Architect, will be available for questions for 5 hours during our Open House.  This would be a great time to meet him, see some of his finished plans, and get some design ideas from a professional.  Bring some photos of your yard and get his input.  Jeff will explain his services, and you can schedule an appointment for larger projects.

11:00 a.m.:  Creative Container Gardens 

Bill Bird will give one of his dynamic presentations.  I asked him what he was going to do, and he said, “Oh, I don’t know, something different.”  That’s good enough for me.  If you’ve been to one of his presentations, I don’t have to say any more.  If you’ve never been to one, you will enjoy an inspiring, entertaining, and informative time.
12:00 Noon:  What’s New & Cool? (Or Old & Cool)

This rapid-fire presentation will feature our department heads showing off the newest and best as well as some of their older tried and true favorite classics.  You’ll see the best of the new and the best of the old annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs, as well as some interesting new finds from the Garden Shop.

10:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.:  Greenhouse Tours


Here’s your once-a-year opportunity to step inside our growing houses to see thousands of plants in their prime.  The color gets so bright you may need your sun-glasses!  On these guided tours you will see how all our beautiful plants are grown.  You will likely see flowers you’ve never seen before.  Meet in the Garden Shop at show time and we’ll lead the way. 
1:00 p.m.: Opening Your Pond 


Greg and Zandra will give you some tips to get off to a good start on the watergardening season.  They’ll tell you what you can do with your plants and fish, both now and later, and how you can improve your water quality. 
There will be several specials running all day, one day only, while supplies last:
· 25% off ALL pots: ceramic, clay, concrete, and plastic, and 50% off select pots!
· $1.00 off all one gallon sized perennials

· $4.00 off Pansy flats (reg. $11.99, sale: $7.99.

· Bayer Advanced Garden Tree & Shrub Insect Control (32 fl. oz.): $19.99 ($5.00 off) Now is the time to apply!

· Bayer Advanced Garden All-in-One Rose & Flower Care (32 fl. oz.) $14.99 ($5.00 off).  Fertilizes and protects your plants from insects and diseases, all with one treatment every 6 weeks!

· 25% off all concrete statuary, pots, fountains, and benches.

· 5 gallon pot size dogwood trees, pink, red, and white, only $29.99 each!

jonkersgarden.com

Check out our website!  We’ve updated nearly all our plant lists, so if you want to know what will be available, it’s in there!  Several of the lists also have plant descriptions, colors, etc.  You can print the lists and use them for a wish list or a reference.  Let us know what you think; we’re improving it all the time.
Celebrate Easter on April 16.

Easter is traditionally a time to celebrate new birth.  All the plants that have hibernated beneath the snows of winter poke up their green noses with the promise of colorful bloom.  Buds on trees and bushes swell as we wait with anticipation for the beauty to come.  Now is the time to treat yourself to the splash of spring color and fragrance that only flowering plants can give you.  Lilies, azaleas, African violets, orchids, hyacinths, daffodils, tulips: there are a lot of options.  Stop in today and treat yourself and a friend to some spring color.
The Nursery Springs Alive

This is a great time of year.  The nursery especially is humming with activity as load after load of new plants and trees arrive and are set on display.  Stop in often to see what’s new.  Some of the coolest stuff seems to disappear right away, so don’t delay!

