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Autumn In The Garden – Get a Head Start on Spring

Good morning!  I’m writing this as the sun is coming up over the Smokey Mountains in Mid-August. I must admit it’s a bit difficult to shift gears from summer vacation in the mountains to the glorious autumn in Michigan, much less to next spring. But the gardener always thinks of the future.  Visions of spring beauty beat the reality of today's weeds any day!

Fact is, the best time to ensure a beautiful spring is in the fall. The clear, cool days of autumn are perfect for pruning, cleaning up, mulching, planting, and transplanting.  The bugs are gone, humidity is down, skies are clear, and leaves are colorful. 

This issue of Jonker’s Gardener is full of timely tips to ease your transition into spring.  Some well-planned actions this fall will reward you with what will seem like effortless beauty after winter’s snows have melted away.

Did You Know?


Fall is the best time to plant most trees, shrubs, and perennials?  The roots establish quickly in the cooler temperatures and more frequent (hopefully!) rains of autumn. Next year they will leaf out and flower more quickly than if planted in the spring.

Did You Know?

Mums are experts at multi-tasking.  They look great on the steps, in a grouping of three near your front door, or on the patio or deck.  After they've brightened up the space for a month or more, and the flowers fade, they can then be planted as perennials in the garden, rewarding you next year with bright fall color.  They also serve well when planted into the border, adding some much-needed color this time of year.  Is your combination planter looking a little tired?  Tuck in a mum or two, it will look great until it's time to fill it with Christmas greens.

2003 Fall Seminar Series

This fall our seminars will be held on Thursday evenings in the Garden Shop from 7:00 P.M. until 8:30 P.M., or until all the questions are answered! We’ve arranged quite a schedule of informative sessions to help ease your way to a beautiful spring next year.

Sept. 18: Spring Flower Bulbs: from the Grower to You.  

We’ve acquired a beautiful and informative slide presentation from our supplier that details the life of flower bulbs from the production fields in The Netherlands to your garden.  

Sept. 25: Dividing Perennials: Double Your Pleasure, Double Your Fun!  

             September is a great time to divide or move perennials, and our experts will show you how. If you wish, bring your gloves and get dirty with us.  Dividing perennials is fun, profitable, and healthy for the plant.

Oct. 2: Home Landscape Design: Get A Plan!

Join popular Grand Rapids area Advanced Master Gardener, garden designer, and consultant Mary Smith as she walks you through the process of designing a landscape plan for your home.  Bring along a few sheets of plain white paper, a pencil, and a ruler, and take home a cohesive view of your landscape.  You'll learn what to plant where for long-term success.

Oct. 9: Backyard Pond Design: Fit It In 

Dreaming about a water feature in your garden?  Design comes first, so  get started on the right foot with  Dave Evans and Arloa Marmion, husband and wife co-presidents of the Capitol (Lansing) Area Koi and Watergardening Club. 

Oct.16: Orchids for Beginners: Everyone Can Grow Orchids

Marilyn Goodson, Advanced Master Gardener and Orchid Enthusiast from Grand Rapids, will share how she grows over 100 orchids at home.  You will leave her hands-on demonstration feeling comfortable that you can make orchids thrive in practical home conditions.

Oct. 23: Garden Design: Four Seasons of Beauty

Cj Brander, Grand Rapids area garden designer, will show you how to add interest to your landscape by including sunken gardens, small berms, and rocks. You'll also learn to add structure and year-round interest by adding evergreens and other plants to form the backbone of your garden.

"Fall Is For Planting" Sale

You already know that Fall is the best time to plant.  Now you know it's the best time to save!  This sale begins on the first day of Autumn, Sept. 23, 2003.  

· All quart-sized perennials - 50% off

· All 1-gallon-sized perennials - 25% off

· Large selection of nursery stock - 50% off

· All bird baths - 50% off

· All water plants and fish - 50% off

Stop in right away for the best selection.  Sale ends Oct. 11.

Fried Green Tomatoes 

Sorry, no recipe or movie review here.  We do have a suggestion, however.  Before the first killing frost, (listen to the weather person, sometimes they get it right) pick all your nearly-ripe green tomatoes and put them in a single layer in a cool room, not in direct sunlight.  You can enjoy them over the next several weeks as they ripen!  Summer’s not over yet!

“Plump ‘Em Up”









 Although it’s getting cooler and your plants seem to be settling into winter dormancy, make sure your gardens continue to get sufficient water.  Research has shown that root growth and food storage accelerates in the fall, as top growth slows down.  This is true for your perennials, as well as for trees and shrubs.  Plants need and use lots of moisture in the fall.

Evergreens, especially the broad-leafed ones such as hollies and rhododendrons, really appreciate a thorough soaking in the fall.  In addition to their root growth, this helps protect them from winter burn.  Fall is the time to ‘plump them up’ for winter.  

Quote:  “Learn from the mistakes of others – you can never live long enough to make them all yourself.”

Enjoy Plants and People?

Join Our Team!

Jonker’s Garden is always on the lookout for people who love to spend time in the garden. We have immediate openings for two positions: maintenance and design. Also, seasonal, part time positions are available for cashiers, planters, and gardeners for next year.  Requirements: You must enjoy people, the great outdoors, & beautiful plants.  You must also be prepared to cash in on our generous employee discount! When you visit us to get your mums, pansies, and bulbs, why not fill out an application for next season?  We'd love to talk to you.

Labor Saving Tip:

Here's a good one: Plant pansies right over your tulips, daffodils, and other fall-planted bulbs.  There are many advantages:

· 90 % of the work, (soil preparation), is already done.

· Pansies thrive in fall's cool temperatures.

· Pansies make great tiny bouquets, pressed flowers, and garnishes for salads any time of year.

· Pansies will bloom right along with the bulbs next spring, so choose colors to match your scheme.

Great Perennials, Now and Then!

Summer may be winding down, but there are lots of perennials that are winding up, bursting into full bloom to dazzle your garden.  'Royal Standard' is one of the last hostas to bloom.  Japanese anemones in single and double forms of white and pink really come into their own in the fall.  Scabiosa 'Butterfly Blue' and 'Butterfly Pink' bloom practically all year.  Last Thanksgiving they were still sending up flowers in the nursery!  Of course 'Autumn Joy' sedum is a must-have for the fall garden.  Next spring be sure to look for other similar sedums with some great new features, such as 'Matrona' with it's purple leaves, 'Neon' with hot pink flowers, and 'Frosty Morn' which has variegated leaves.  Of course no fall garden should be without Rudbeckia 'Goldsturm' or Joe Pye weed.

Keeping in mind our theme of looking forward to spring, now it the best time to plant those perennials that really shine in the early spring.  Planting them now will get them established, so they're ready to do their thing on time.  Armeria maritima, pulsatilla (Pasque Flower), all kinds of aquilegia (Columbine), dwarf iris, primrose, poppies, iberis (Candytuft), amsonia (Blue Starflower), pulmonaria, dicentra (Bleeding Hearts), and epimedium are all good examples of perennials that should be planted now for the best show in the spring.

