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Celebrate The Season

I love fall.  Cool, crisp days, clear skies, apples, fall colors, football, shuffling through dry fallen leaves, the kids back in school, no bugs.  The welcome changing of the seasons.  (Of course, the fact that I love winter & snow & skiing may have something to do with it, too!)

Fall is a great gardening season.  The best, actually. Most trees, shrubs, and perennials do best if planted at the end of summer.  The moderating temperatures and fall showers, followed by spring's growing season, help them get established before the onslaught of next summer's heat.  Jonker's is ready and well-stocked with trees, shrubs, and perennials to help you with your garden improvements.

Fall is the only time to plant spring-blooming bulbs such as tulips, daffodils, and crocus.  Visit us soon to see our terrific selection of fine bulbs. Spend some time checking out all the lesser-known varieties of bulbs, such as muscari, specie tulips, chionodoxa, allium, scilla, anemone, and snowdrops.  These are wonderful additions to your garden. They will delight you as they return and increase year after year, like the true perennials they are. 

Once you're finished with your plants and bulbs, don't forget the fun, final touches to your fall décor.  Come to Jonker's Garden and get in the harvest mood with bittersweet, pumpkins, gourds, cattails, corn shocks, and bales of straw.  

Can't Find That Special Statue?

Fall is a great time to find that perfect statue, or that pair of pots to flank your front entry, or that perfectly-scaled fountain for your new courtyard.  Jonker's Garden orders statuary in the fall and early winter, and it gets delivered the following spring.  Why should you care?  Because now is the time to look through our many catalogues of statues, pots, fountains, benches, birdbaths, and so on.  The number of choices is amazing. Although we can special order anything, any time, if we do it in the fall and get it in with our regular spring shipment, you don't pay any extra freight!  This can mean savings of hundreds of dollars on a fountain or large statue. 


Stop in today, have a seat at our catalogue table, and enjoy having a great selection at your fingertips!

Wrapping Up the Pond Season

Not sure how to prepare your pond for another "Michigan Winter?"  Let Diane Rabine, our "Pond Lady" help you out.  She'll show you what to do so your ponds, plants, and fish will survive the winter in good shape. They'll also be primed to "hit the ground running" next spring, and save you lots of work then.

Join us at 10AM Saturday, October 2 for an informative session and demonstration.


Simply Delicious Salsa

Here's a great way to use that garden bounty:

5 lbs. Fresh tomatoes, chopped

2 bunches fresh cilantro, chopped, remove stems

1 to 2 white onions, coarsely chopped

4 to 8 jalapeno peppers, stemmed, and finely chopped

4 to 8 cloves garlic, peeled, and minced

2 tablespoons salt

Juice of 2 lemons, freshly squeezed


Combine all ingredients in a large mixing bowl.  Mix until well-blended.  Then, process salsa in batches in blender or food processor, on High for about 20 seconds.  Salsa should be slightly chunky.  


Makes about 1 gallon of salsa.


Reconstituted lemon juice, 6 to 8 tablespoons, may be substituted for fresh.


Salsa keeps for about 2 weeks, covered, in the refrigerator.  For a smaller amount, The recipe may be halved.


Nutrition information for a 1/4 cup serving: 11 calories, 0 protein, 0 fat, 2 grams carbohydrates, 0 cholesterol, 258 milligrams sodium.

Fall Décor 












Remember your excitement this spring as you assembled your prize-winning combination pots?  Well, you can get that feeling all over again this fall!  Maybe your creations are a little 'tired' by now, or they need a little sprucing up.  Perhaps you'd like to add a couple more pots.  You can't have too many pots of flowers around, you know!

Fall is a great time to plant pots.  As summer wanes and summer's flowers fade, a vibrant, growing pot of plants and flowers is just what you need.  If you use the right plants, you can have a thriving pot for months, well into December.

Mums, hardy asters, and pansies are sure bets for a splash of color in your fall pots.  Ornamental cabbages and kales are great for adding frost-tolerant color and interesting texture that lasts and lasts. Heuchera 'Green Spice' would add a great dose of green.  Sedum sieboldii 'October Plant', 'Vera Jameson', and 'Voodoo' look terrific cascading over the side of fall containers. So would Euphorbia mysinites, the 'Donkey Tail'.  Sedum 'Matrona' is an upright sedum with a rich burgundy color.  

. Ferns and variegated iris all look great in combinations.  Ivies and plumbago (Ceratostigma plumbaginoides) work wonderfully as trailers on the sides of the pot.  Almost any kind of hardy grass makes a great vertical element in a fall pot.  You can even cut some mature seed heads from larger grasses, or take a hike and get some cattails, or whatever catches your eye, and just poke it in the center of your pot for height.

So, what are you waiting for? Get those creative juices flowing, or let us help you plant, and enjoy your fall pots until it's time for fragrant Christmas greens and holly!

A man is not old until his regrets take the place of dreams. -Yiddish proverb

A bit of perfume always clings to the hand that gives the rose. -Chinese
proverb

Seasonal Suggestion


Here's your yearly reminder to keep watering well into fall. Most plants, especially recently planted shrubs and broad-leafed evergreens such as hollies and rhododendrons, benefit from late-season watering.  Winter winds really dry the plants, and frozen roots can't replace the moisture.  A couple deep soakings, even as late as Thanksgiving Day, before you drain your hoses, is a great way to "plump up" your plants going into winter.

Enjoy Plants and People?

Join Our Team!

Jonker’s Garden is always on the lookout for people who love to spend time in the garden. Seasonal, part-time positions are available for customer service for next year.  Requirements: You must enjoy people, the great outdoors, & beautiful plants.  You must also be prepared to cash in on our generous employee discount! When you visit us to get your mums, pansies, and bulbs, why not fill out an application for next season?  We'd love to talk to you.

Terrific Tool

Want to know how to plant bulbs really fast?  Try a bulb-planting auger from Jonker's Garden.  Jo Avink from the garden shop tells me her husband Rich thinks these planting augers are 'the cat's meow'.  "He drills, I drop" is the way she puts it.  Put the auger in a cordless drill and dig a hole in seconds, drop in a bulb, add a bit of Bulb Booster fertilizer, cover, and move on.

